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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 1st June 2026 at 7pm in the Foyle Room, Village Hall, Croscombe


Present: 	Councillors A Hargraves (Chair), A Ford, O Baker, B Gudzelak, C Jackson and S Wilkins

Clerks: 	Tony J (Locum), M Chewins 

26/26		Public Forum Session
		A member of the public asked questions about the flood working group. 

27/26		To receive apologies for absence.
		
		Councillor M Lovell (Somerset Council) 

28/26	To receive declarations of any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests from members regarding matters on the agenda.

	Declarations of interest were received from Sheila Wilkins and Chris Jackson regarding item 36/26. 

29/26	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 5th May 2026.

	It was resolved to approve the minutes. 

30/26	To confirm the appointment of Michaela Chewins as Parish Clerk and Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer.

	It was resolved to confirm the appointment. 

	Action – Clerk to bring two copies of the contract to the next meeting to be signed. 

31/26	To amend the Councillor Unity Trust bank signatories and change the bank authorised person to the new Parish Clerk. 

	It was resolved to leave signatories as before. 
	It was resolved to change the authorised person to Michaela Chewins. 

	Action – Clerk to update with Unity bank as soon as all necessary documents are received. 

32/26	To receive an update on the Parish Councillor co-option process.

	There is currently one vacancy available for co-option. 

33/26	To consider the annual renewal of the council’s insurance policy with Zurich Insurance. 

	It was resolved to renew with cover for seven pieces of play equipment. 

34/26	To note the latest SID figures.
	
The figures were noted. 

35/26		To consider the re-establishment of a Traffic Working Group.

The matter was considered and will be adjourned whilst the Parish Council ask SC to carry out an assessment of traffic issues and provide possible solutions. 

36/26	To consider the Parish Council’s response to the following planning application: 

2026/0668/FUL. Land North Of Somerville Cottages Fayreway Croscombe
Change of use from agricultural only to a mixed use of agricultural and equestrian (retrospective).

The Parish Council agreed to submit an objection to the planning application on the following basis: 
Vehicle egress onto the A371 is not suitable for additional traffic. 
There is not enough detail in the design and access statement. 
The Parish Council would like the planning officer to note that although this is a retrospective application, local knowledge is that there has never been equestrian use on the land. 

Action – Clerk to submit the objection as detailed above. 

37/26	To review the Parish Council’s earmarked reserves.

	The earmarked reserves were reviewed. 

38/26 	To consider the Parish Council response to the Somerset Council polling station review.

	The response was considered and there will be no change. 

39/26	To approve the council bio-diversity policy. 

	Agreed to adjourn until July to enable the policy to be finalised. 

Action – Cllrs to finalise policy before the next meeting.

40/26	To consider the replacement of the cemetery gates. 

	It was resolved not to replace the cemetery gates. 

41/26	To consider commissioning a new website provider for the Croscombe Paish Council website.

	The decision was deferred until November. 

42/26	To consider the use of PATA Payroll to provide payroll services for the Parish Clerk salary.

	It was resolved not to move to PATA payroll

43/26 	To consider changing the council’s accounting system from a spreadsheet to Scribe Accounts.

	It was resolved not to change. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215731264]44/26		To appoint an internal auditor for the 2026-27 financial year.

		It was resolved to appoint Paul Russell from Patas. 

		Action – Clerk to contact Paul to appoint him as agreed. 

45/26		To receive an update on the Cemetery from Councillor A Ford.
		No update. 

46/26		To receive and note Somerset Councillor Lovell’s update report.
		Report attached to minutes. 

47/26		To approve the following payments.

	Payee
	Detail
	Amount 

	Tony Jay
	Locum Clerk’s expenses 
	£729.48

	Jason Bennett
	Fencing 
	£650

	St Mary’s church room
	Use of church room 
(4x 2 hour bookings)
	£64

	Croscombe Village Hall 
	Village Hall bookings x3 
(£18, £36, £36)
	£90

	St Cuthbert (Out) Parish Council 
	SID use during May 2026
	£57.20


Any invoices received after the publication of the agenda will be considered

It was resolved to approve the payments. 

48/26	To note any planning or enforcement matters.
		No planning or enforcement matters were raised. 

49/26		To receive Working Group Updates

a) Croscombe Flood Group

I  have three items to report on for May. (June  Council meeting). There is no change with other items on the last report. 

1. The Culvert Survey undertaken by the Environment Agency some time ago was inappropriate as the device used did not enter the culvert that we needed to survey consequently I requested a survey to complete the work. The Environment Agency have advised that they do not have the funds to carry out the survey. Consequently it is not possible to identify the route taken after the culvert chamber site.
2. I have been in touch with Crestmoor concerning the culvert access chamber and they will soon be applying to the Environment Agency for permission to undertake the work. They will also be sending us details of the contact.
3. I have not received a reply from Harris and Harris the solicitors dealing with the access chamber. I requested a timetable and an estimate of the final cost. I plan to follow my request for an answer.

best wishes
Paul

Croscombe Flood Group

b) Orchard Working Group 

Orchard Working Group (OWG) Report
There is currently limited activity to report from the Orchard Working Group, as my first meeting with the group is scheduled to take place on 8 June 2026.
I would, however, like to thank the members of the OWG for the warm welcome extended to me.
A WhatsApp group has been established to facilitate communication between members of the OWG. We ask that the Clerk be added as the group administrator.
Field Update
The new fence at the lower boundary of the field has now been installed and has made the field “stock proof”. Thank you Jason Bennet! 
Mr Rabbits has confirmed that he will attend to sign the lease agreement and make the required payment.
In advance of grazing sheep on the field, Mr Rabbits has requested permission to cut and remove hay from the field.
Thankyou 
Ollie 

c) Play Area Working Group 

50/26	To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 7th July 2026 in the Church Rooms.
	
	Noted


End of minutes. 
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