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Education	
Children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities across Somerset are being urged to share their views as part of a consultation on the Government’s SEND Reform Plan. Somerset Council must submit its local SEND Reform Plan by 19 June.
Somerset Council has announced that 99.43% of the 4,938 families who applied for a primary school place this year were offered one of their top three preferences — a record high. Of those, 95.38% received their first-choice school. Children will begin at their new schools in September 2026.

Somerset’s four Pupil Referral Units — which provide education for children unable to attend mainstream school — have been consolidated into two. From April 2026, the western unit is now called Willow Vale School and the eastern unit retains the name Tor School. Two behaviour partnerships in Frome and West Somerset will be fully integrated into the new structure by September 2026. The council says there will be no changes to funding or existing sites.

Members of the Somerset Youth Parliament visited County Hall in Taunton in April to meet Council Chair Cllr Mike Best and discuss how young people can play a greater role in local democracy. The three members — Eva, Blake and Luca — outlined their campaign priorities, including mental health, online safety, access to sport, and financial literacy. The meeting is hoped to mark the start of an ongoing relationship between the council and Somerset Youth Parliament.


Care
Somerset Council is inviting nominations for its Celebrating Care and Achievement event on Thursday 30 July 2026. The event has been renamed and expanded so that all care-experienced children and young people across the county can attend for the first time. Nominations close Friday 29 May 2026.
Nominate a child/young person: forms.cloud.microsoft/e/pRs2ZVuGWC
Nominate an adult: forms.cloud.microsoft/e/wjZGyQR0uC

Somerset Council’s Lead Member for Adult Social Care and Housing, Councillor Sarah Wakefield, appeared on BBC Somerset to address questions from residents about the growing pressures on social care in the county. With Somerset having one of the oldest populations in the country, demand for adult social care is rising. She outlined steps including working more closely with the NHS and voluntary sector, investing in technology to help people live independently for longer, and incorporating AI to save time.

Health
Somerset’s Director of Public Health, Alison Bell, is encouraging eligible residents to book a free NHS Health Check after having one herself. The checks, available to those aged 40–74 with no pre-existing heart conditions, assess cardiovascular health and risk of conditions such as heart disease, diabetes and stroke. Appointments are available at libraries and community venues across the county including Chard, Frome, Glastonbury, Wellington, Minehead, Porlock, Shepton Mallet, Taunton, Street, Highbridge, Wells and Wincanton. Book your appointment here.
For full article see: somerset.gov.uk/news/director-of-public-health-leads-from-the-front-with-nhs-health-check/
The Tobacco and Vapes Act 2026 has received Royal Assent, introducing a generational ban on tobacco sales to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009, along with restrictions on vape advertising and a retail licensing scheme. Somerset’s public health leaders are using the milestone to urge the county’s 60,000 smokers to quit, with free support available through Smokefree Somerset.
Free help to quit smoking:
Website: smokefreesomerset.org.uk  |  Phone: 01823 356222 (9am–5pm)  |  Email: smokefree@somerset.gov.uk
Free app: Apple App Store and Google Play.
Professor Sir Chris Whitty, England’s Chief Medical Officer, visited Glastonbury in March as part of his research into health in small towns and rural communities, which will inform his next Annual Report. During the day he saw Somerset’s community health initiatives at first hand, including food pantries, early years support, library-based NHS health checks, and services supporting people experiencing homelessness and substance use. He praised the work of public health, NHS and council partners in the county.
Hardship
Somerset Council has received £22.6 million from the Government over three years to support residents facing financial hardship. Citizens Advice Somerset has been appointed to lead the scheme, working alongside partners including Age UK Somerset and Somerset Community Foundation to provide crisis payments, debt advice, budgeting support and employment guidance. Residents can apply via citizensadvicesomerset.org.uk or by calling 0808 278 7842.
Residents across Somerset who are feeling the financial squeeze can access a range of free local support — from food pantries and help with heating bills to mental health advice and assistance with rent and everyday essentials. Full details at: somerset.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support.

Leisure
Somerset Council has moved swiftly to keep gyms, pools and leisure centres in Frome, Wells, Glastonbury and Street open after operator Fusion Lifestyle went into administration. The Council has agreed funding for three months to ensure time to appoint a new operator. The Shepton Mallet Lido has opened as expected on 1st May. Members are encouraged to keep using the facilities and maintain their memberships as usual.
Recycling
If you are already recycling your food waste, give yourself a pat on the back — but a couple of simple checks could make your efforts even more effective. Food waste recycling is one of the easiest ways households can make a real difference to the environment. When food scraps are collected separately, they can be turned into energy and fertiliser rather than ending up in landfill. Find out more at: somerset.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-waste/join-the-food-waste-revolution-in-somerset.
Local Community Network (LCN)
The Shepton Local Community Network (LCN) has focused on much needed improvements at Beacon Hill crossroads. Encouraged by Somerset Council’s introducing of new safety measures on the A361 Frome Bypass, which has seen five fatalities in the past five years, and the notorious Whitnell Corner junction on the B3139/B3135 near West Horrington (67 collisions over 20 years) being transformed into a roundabout this summer, the LCN needs to keep up the pressure on Beacon Hill.
The LCN annual general meeting (AGM) will take place on Monday 6th July 2026. I attach the most recent LCN newsletter with this report.
Finance
During the spring Somerset Council appointed a new permanent s151 (Chef Financial) Officer. Unfortunately that person withdrew 6 weeks after accepting hit appointment at as point where it would have been too late to go into a new selection process. Somerset Council is delighted that Clive Heaphy interim s151 Officer has agreed to stay on until the ed of the current financial year. A new selection procedure for a permanent s151 officer will commence at the earliest opportunity. 
Links
Visit - Report a Problem on the Road: - A list of all reporting pages to do with roads, pavements, lighting:
Report a problem on the road

Potholes and road damage - Somerset Council repair potholes and other road defects, and maintain our roads, for the safe access of all road users:
Potholes, road damage and edge loss

Report a problem with a street light - We maintain and repair street lights to national standards to provide safe access to all road users:
Report a problem with a street light

Roads, travel and parking, road signs, markings and lighting - Includes information about non-illuminated bollards, pedestrian crossings, requesting a village nameplate or a new road sign: 
Road signs, bollards and road markings

Speed limits - Request information about new or existing traffic calming measures:
Speed limits

Traffic lights -We maintain over 200 traffic light locations throughout the County:
Traffic lights

Street and roadworks - We maintain the roads and pavements that are managed at public expense in Somerset:
Street and roadworks problems

Traffic - updates and roadworks follow: 
Travel Somerset on X and Travel Somerset on Facebook.  

All ongoing roadworks - available on the Somerset Council website interactive map
Roadworks and travel information

Somerset Waste - collection days, replacement bins or recycling bags and missed collection reporting:
Bins, recycling and waste


Travel and Tourist Information
Travel Somerset - Art, Culture, Events, History & More

Sign-up for the latest climate news from across Somerset:
Climate newsletter sign-up

Open Somerset Council Consultations - which anyone can complete and take part in shaping the future of Somerset
Somerset Council - Citizen Space - Consultations
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